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PoLIrtIcAL. 


AFTER giving some extracts from the writings of two Russian Genevalg *vavmmmamaz, 


Russia and England. on the subject of India, the Navavibhdkar, of 
| the 12th November, makes the following 
observations :—Those who wish to preach the superiority of Englishmen by 


causelessly wounding the feelings of the people of this country, those who are 
trying to make the people of this country lose their respect for Englishmen 
by unnecessarily exciting race antipathy, should learn a lesson from the words 
of these two Russian Generals. Though the Englishman may have a hundred 
defects, yet the people of India are attached to him. Though the people 
of India point out the defects of the British Administration, yet at heart 
they desire the permanence of British rule. Let Russian officers know this. 
Let English officers also understand that they should so act that by pointing 
out the defects of English rule, the Russians may not prove the superiority 
of Russian rule. It isthe paramount duty of the English nation, and the 
English Government, so to act that, on comparing Russian rule in Central 
Asia, and English rule in Southern Asia, the superiority of English rule may 
be established. The loving hearts of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects 


constitute her main strength. Compared with it 60,000 British bayonets 
are lighter and less efficient than 60,000 blades of grass. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION, 


9. The Prabhati, of the 2nd November, remarks that the Ilbert Bill 
has turned the heads of Europeans, both offi- 
cial and non-official. Asan example the Editor 
gives an account of the Madaripur case. Mr. Sharp was indeed rebuked by 
Mr. Davis. But the wound of his heart was healed by the transfer and 
degradation of Babu Kalinath Bose. Such strange things will not be rare 
under the administration of Mr. Thompson. 

3. The same paper remarks that people formed a very favourable 
Mr. Thompson and Sir Ashley Opinion of Mr. Thompson from the fact 
wee. that he regularly attended Church, and was 
known to be a good Christian; so they hailed his accession to the throne 
of Bengal after their bitter experience of Sir Ashley Eden. But now ex- 
perience teaches them what sort of lLieutenant-Governor they have 
got. The difference between Mr. Thompson and Sir Ashley Eden is 
illustrated by the incident regarding the non-invitation of Mr. B. De to an 
official dinner at Hooghly. 

4. The Udbodhan, of the 2nd November, gives an account of the 
saa, dala tat entertainment given by the Mahar4jah of 

Aeceaniees Hutwa to the local European community, and 
remarks that, on account of the liberal-heartedness of Lord Ripon, the spirit 
of defiance has been roused in the European trading community. The 
writer asks the big folk of his country why they allow these traders to 
mix with them. It only brings them discredit. 

5. The Daintk Bartd, of the 3rd November, remarks that the Com- 

The Administration Report of the missioner of Orissa too has caught the taint 
Orissa Division, of the prevailing opinion amongst Anglo- 
Indians. He holds that Bengali newspapers are prejudiced, are full of 
unfounded and worthless stories, and never speak the truth. This isa very 
valuable observation, and Bengali newspapers will do well to remember it. 
Who will believe those that are liars and take a delight in circulating 
scandals even against such a good man as the present Viceroy of India, if 
they call in question the veracity of Bengali newspapers ? It is no wonder 


The Madaripur case. 


that those who are brought up in the school of Furrell and Clarke should | 


vilify the native press. 


Nov. 12th, 1883. 
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6. The Grdmvarté Prakdshikda, of the 3rd November, says thatnotices 
have been served by the Criminal Court of 
Kushtea upon panch&yats on the ground that 
they have not paid the salaries of the village watchmen, and that a demand of 
eight annas has been made as the fee of the service of these notices. In some 
instances these have been served on panchayats who have paid the watchmen 
in full. The panchayats are unpaid servants of the State. Many think 
they oppress the ryots. If they are treated as they are treated in Kushtea, 
their high-handedness will increase. The authorities should consider this 
matter with particular care. 

7. Thesame paper complains that the culvert at Tarapur, on the 

Want of repairs to the Ferry road leading from Kumarkhali to Kushtea, has 
PENS Sones SS Leas. given way. It has caused very great inconve- 
nience to the public. But the authorities are very slow to take the 
work of repairs in hand. The culvert at Bauidangi has long since been 
destroyed, and no attempt has yet been made to have it rebuilt. 

8. The same paper complains that while the rulers are busy with the 
Ilbert Bill, the Rent Bill, and similar measures, 
they pay no attention to the three crying 
wants of the people in the mofussil. First, the want of good sanita 
arrangements for the destruction of malaria ; second, the want of food, the 
price of which is rising rapidly ; third, the want of water, the insufficient 
rainfall having dried up the tanks. 

9, The same paper says that the Anglo-Indian community always 
look down upon the native population, but 
up to the time of the present agitation they took 
care to conceal their feelings. The agitation has brought these feelings to 
light. The people would not set much store by the ill-feeling of the non-official 
community, but the official world also is against theia. Mr. Thompson is 
the leader of Anglo-Indians, and his subordinates are trying their best 
to outdo him. British rule in India has become despotic. If the author- 
ities had foresight enough to see who would be the ultimate losers, they 
would never have been so despotic. After this preface, the writer gives a 
brief summary of the Madaripur case, and remarks in conclusion that 
Mr. Sharp may have gained the good will of the Anglo-Indian Defence 
Association, and perhaps of Mr. Thompson, but the letter he has received 
from Mr. Davis, whom he wanted to give an undue advantage, is very 
cutting. 

10. The same paper publishes the following suggestions made by the 
Nattore Ryots Association regarding the provi- 
sions of the Bengal Tenancy Bill :— 

(1). The Bill has reference only to agricultural, horticultural, and 
pasture lands. It has nothing to do with any other kind of land. If a 
fenant erects a building at his own expense on any bastu land, custom 
gives him the right of transmitting it to his descendants. The existence of 
this right it is very difficult for the ryot to prove in court. The law should 
come in to give additional strength to the custom. 

(2). The definition of under-ryots is such that it includes half the 
ryots of Bengal, but the law makes no provision for their rights and 
interests. 

(3). It should be provided that the Certificate Act shall not apply to 
the operations of the Court of Wards, for the above Act has become an instru- 
ment of obtaining possession of land of which possession is lost. ‘The ryot 
is incapable of proving his rights under that Act. The measure is doing 
great harm to the ryot. 

(4). The word taluqdar should be put in along with the word zemindart 
in the provisions against the custom of converting ryoti lands into khamar, as 


The panchayats, 


The state of the mofussil. 


The Madaripur case. 


The Bengal Tenancy Bill. 
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in Bengal Proper it is not the zemindar so much as the 
wants to have the ryoti land converted into khamar. 

(5). ‘The ryots who hold land at fixed rents from the time of the perma- 
nent settlement are included in the class of taluqdars. Those that hold entire 
villages by this right may be well called taluqdars. But if the owners of 
plots of land in a village are made taluqdars, they would find it difficult to 
realize their rents from their under-ryots as taluqdars. These under-ryots will 
soon obtain occupancy rights. 

(6). The provision that the ryot will lose his rights, if he fails to hold 
his land for one year, would be hard on the ryot. Such failure may be 
accidental, or it may result from other causes. Therefore provision should 
be made to the effect that if the ryot can prove accidental circumstances 
in Court he will not lose his holding. 

(7). The Bill makes no provision for ryots who hold lands at fixed 
rents on the strength of a permanent lease. 


11. The Prabhati, of the 8rd November, complains that the calling 


sia iain tall for of crop reports by the Government of 
ee Bengal is He. too a It was lone cer- 
tainly known that the state of the crops was bad. Had the Lieutenant- 
Governor been anxious to ascertain the state of the crops during his tour 
as he was anxious for dinners, festivities, addresses, and so on, he could have 
taken early steps to provide for the irrigation of the land. 

12. The same paper remarks that there is no hope that the Mahardj4h 

Installation of the Mahardjah of Cooch Of Cooch Behar will exercise the functions 
Behar. of royalty as his forefathers did. The 
arrangement made by the Government shows that the Mahardjdh will be 
allowed to while away his time just as he did in his minority, and that instead 
of Mr. Dalton, Colonel Gordon, the son-in-law of Sir Richard Garth, will 
be the ruler of Cooch Behar. Babu Kalikadas, too, will be its permanent 
Dewan. Babu Kalikadas has a right to be the Dewan; but why should 
the Government force Colonel Gordon upon the administration and make 
it costly ? The Maharajahs of old never had European co-adjutors in the 
administration. Why then should the present Maharajah require Europeans 
to assist him in the work of the administration P 

18. The Halishahar Prakashka, of the 3rd November, remarks that if 
any native had used the sort of seditious 
language so often uttered by Anglo-Indians 
during the present agitation, he would certainly have been transported to 
a remote island or sent to the gallows. Their spirit of defiance has assumed 
gigantic proportions, only because the Lieutenant-Governor is opposed to 
the Ibert Bill. 

14. The same paper remarks that the Bengal Tenancy Bill will not at 
all interfere with the just rights of the zemin- 
dars, 2.¢., the realization of the rent to which 
they are entitled. Why then do they make all this noise? People should be 
satisfied with their just rights. They should not gird up their loins to take 
what does not belong to them. Every one should confine himself within the 
limits of his just rights. It is a matter of great regret that the zemindars 
always grudge any improvement in the condition of the ryot. 

15. The same paper approves the proposal to accord a hearty 
reception to the Viceroy, who is sincerely 
desirous of doing good to the people of India, 
and is suffering all sorts of indignities at the hands of Anglo-Indians. 

16. The Dainik Bdrtd, of the 5th November, complains that the police 

never cares to be on good terms with the 
Dee remaiministration of the Police inhabitants of the locality. The reason is that 
: half educated Europeans are placed at the head 


taluqdar who 
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of the police in every district. If educated men be gradually introduced into 
the department, its moral tone will be elevated. If educated men become 
Inspectors and if the superior officers do not treat them with contumely, 
the purity of this important department will be easily secured. 

17. The Surabhi, of the 5th November, remarks that Mr. Thompson 


has shown the narrowness of his mind b 
a eee inviting Mr. B. De to a dinner on the Bhotes 
to which all the officials of the Hooghly district were invited. 
18. The same paper says that Mr. Thompson has appointed a commis. 
sion, with Mr. Westmacott as its President, to 


draw up ascheme for the introduction of Self. 
Government into Bengal. In other provinces of the Empire Self-Government 


has been introduced, but in Bengal, the most advanced of the provinces, the 
scheme is yet immature. The reason is the ruler of Bengal is opposed to 
Self-Government, and cannot tolerate that Bengalis should obtain any rights 
and privileges. He has at last sought the protection of Mr. Westmacott, who 
is a hater of natives. The slightest show of independent spirit in a native 
will make him blind with rage. The writersays that unless there was some 
sinister motive there was no necessity of appointing such a commission as this. 
19. The same paper appeals to his countrymen not to be afraid of 

; showing their displeasure with Mr. Thompson, 

The reception of Mr. Thompson. 


who is opposed to the Ilbert Bill and the intro- 
duction of Self-Government into Bengal. A certain number of native 


gentlemen always go to Sealdah to receive the Lieutenant-Governor when he 
returns from Darjeeling or other places. The writer asks them not to go to 
receive Mr. Thompson this time on the 10th November. There is no need of 
showing respect to one whom the heart dislikes. 

20. The same paper remarks that Anglo-Indians are showing every 


The resaptiva Of Terk Ripon. mark of respect to Mr. Thompson because he 


agrees with them in the matterof the Ibert 
Bill, &c., and of disrespect to Lord Ripon because he disagrees with them. 


Lord Ripon holds the opinion we hold with regard tothe government of this 
country, and Mr. Thompson holds the opinion the narrow-minded Anglo- 
Indians hold. Anglo-Indians receive Mr. Thompson with enthusiasm. 
Why should we not receive Lord Ripon with equal enthusiasm? The 
writer, therefore, appeals to the inhabitants of Calcutta to show their love 
and respect to Lord Ripon by turning out to a man to accord him a 
hearty reception. All respectable native gentlemen should go to Howrah to 
welcome Lord Ripon, should salute him as soon as he alights, and should 
each of them present him with garlands of flowers. 


91. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 5th November, remarks, in reference 


na- 
meee ete to the apprehended scarcity, that some expla 


tion of the saying that famines occur owing 
to the sins of the rulers is to be found in the present case, in the character 


of Mr. Thompson’s administration of Bengal. The writer suggests the 
desirability of stopping all exportation of food-grains from the country. __ 
22. The Prabhati, of the 6th November, complains that zemm- 


| dars have violated one of the conditions of 
The Permanent Settlement. 


the Permanent Settlement, viz. that relating 
to the improvement of land. In this the Government has shown them 


avery bad example. The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor has been 
directed to the introduction of an improved system of agriculture into the 
khas mehals, and a model farm has been established in the estate of 
Nasrigan) in Shahabad. But the writer says that the farm should be placed 
under the charge of one of the passed students of the Cirencester College 
and not under a civilian. Babu Ambica Charan has returned from Cire2- 
cester; and may, with advantage, be employed in this work. 


Self-Government in Bengal. 
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23. The Sahachar, of the 7th November, gives an account of the 


Madaripur case, and remarks that, as any 


| Magistrate can issue summonses against 
Eulpeans, Babu Kalinath did nothing illegal in having summoned Mr. Davis 


before him. Mr. Sharp did an illegal act by transferring the case to 
his own file without any application from Mr. Davis. But the long and 
short of the thing is, that Mr. Sharp has lost his senses in the agitation on 
the Ilbert Bill. The Lieutenant-Governor, too, is not all right. Had 
His Honor been impartial he would certainly have given a good reprimand 
to Mr. Sharp. But instead of that Babu Kalinath has been transferred as 
if he was in fault. It is a matter of gratification, however, that Mr. Davis 
did not approve of the illegal proceedings of Mr. Sharp. 

24, The same paper says that the Bengali newspaper wrote strongly 
against the promotion of Babu Ambica 
Charan Basu, the second assistant of the 
office of the Director of Public Instruction. But the Babu should be 


appointed Assistant Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Division, inasmuch as 
he is, by his knowledge of the English language, and his previous training 
as Deputy Inspector of Schools, eminently qualified to fill that office. 

25. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 7th November, says that modifica- 
tions in the Bengal Tenancy Bill are absolutely 
necessary. Many of the officers in Bengal 
have given their opinion in favour of modifying the Bill. The Lieutenant- 
Governor, too, is in favour of certain modifications. The writer is of 
opinion that instead of dropping the Bill altogether, measures should be 
adopted by which the provisions of the Permanent Settlement may be 
respected ; and at the same time a settlement may be arrived at between the 
zemindars and ryots. It is not advisable to sacrifice the just rights of any 

arty. 

. "26. The Sansadhini, of the 7th November, says that in reply to the 
letter which Rajah Haris Chandra sent to 
Government, complaining against the conduct 
of the Deputy Commissioner, that officer has advised Government to 
dethrone the Rajah. If the Rajah is not able to govern his kingdom, 
Government can take steps to conduct its affairs. But the Deputy Com- 
missioner should not be allowed to go scot-free. 

27. The same paper notices the irregularity in the conduct of 
Mr. McGuire, the Joint-Magistrate of Chit- 
tagong, in a criminal case before him, in which 
he himself was both witness and judge. A Brahmin boy of eleven years of 
age was letting off fireworks. The Joint-Magistrate prohibited him lest his 
horse should shy. The boy did not mind him. The officer informed the police 
about it. The police arrested two young men, three boys, and seven 
prostitutes. Mr. McGuire ordered 15 and 16 stripes to be inflicted 
respectively on two of the boys. They both appealed to the District 
Judge. Their appeals were granted. One of the boys did not get the 
punishment, but the other boy got it, because the order of the Judge 
in his case was received later. Mr. McGuire administered seven stripes with 
his own hands. 

28. The same paper expresses its disappointment with the present 
pious ruler of Bengal. It expected that 
such a good Christian as Mr. Thompson would 
not encourage the liquor traffic. Government understands the evils 
of drunkenness, and does not like its increase ; but still, for the sake of 
revenue, cannot withdraw from the trade. Government is making every 
endeavour to rescue the ryots from the hands of tyrannical zemindars, 
but what does it do to protect poor people from the evils of its own creation ? 
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29. The Medint, of the 8th dite ve gt grey dee gen hogs aS Te. 
3 in the Midnaner commende itself, Government has stopped 
Se navigation in the Midnapur Canal to facilitate 
irrigation. The steamer is now allowed to proceed only up to Panshkura, and 
not up to Mohanpur as before. The writer renders his best thanks to 
Mr. Wilson, the Magistrate, and to Babu Kailash Chandra Ghosh, but com- 
plains that the canal is so constructed that it is not to be found in those 
parts of the district which are high, and therefore are in the greatest need of 
irrigation. He also draws the attention of Mr. Wilson to the state of the 
dighis (large tanks) which may, with proper care, be greatly utilized for pur- 
poses of irrigation. But they are now so full of silt that they are perfectly 
useless. 
30. The Shakti, of the 8th November, says that drunkenness has 
Wes His dale enormously increased in Bengal, and that unless 
pasha something is done to check its progress the 
country will go to ruin. Still the Government will not desist from the 
liquor traffic. The Lieutenant-Governor has made a curious statement in 
his resolution that the increase of drunkenness is an index of the increased 
prosperity of the people. The writer holds avery different opinion. He 
says that the struggle for life has very greatly increased in Bengal. The 
ruin of the labouring and of the agricultural classes from want may one da 
be regarded as possible. The writer is quite unable to understand the 
relation between drunkenness and prosperity. 
31. The same paper remarks that the police does every day, with the 


ie i rk ca least possible hesitation, what Hastings would 
ee shudder to do even with the assistance of an 
Impey, and Lord Lytton would feel compunction in doing even with the 


advice of the Strachey brothers. Ifthe police has any particular whim it 
has full power to satisfy it. ‘The people in the mofussil dread them, and can- 
not positively say whether they are protectors or oppressors. The writer 
therefore entreats Government to increase the pay of police officers. The 
reformation of the Police Department is absolutely necessary. If 
"nla -teahae does not pay any attention to the subject, much evil will result 
rom it. 
32. The same paper remarks that of the evils brought by the British 
es satis toes Government upon this country, the Permanent 
Settlement is one of the worst. The writer 
quotes profusely from Mill’s History of India and from the Political Economy 
of his son to prove that the peasant proprietorship is the best form of land- 
tenure, and best fitted for the improvement of land. 
30. The same paper remarks that the reports of Government officers 
Sis oatetlll enhiie, contain the statement that, though the number 


who drink has increased, the number 
of drunkards has not. If the Government believe in these reports, and 


intend to ruin the people, there is no help for it. The writer sees no good in 

the traflic of liquor except an increase of the revenue. Why does not 

the Lieutenant-Governor try to obtain his revenue from some other less 

Objectionable source, so that it may result in the permanent good of 
the people ? 

04. The Editor of the Aryadarpan, of the 9th November, advises his 

Sil Rlaiali lie tk a countrymen to keep quiet when Lord Ripon 


: comes back to the Capital, and not to make any 
preparation for his reception. Whether they accord hima hearty reception 
or not that will not effect any change in his views. He is not a hunter of 


ree and receptions. These little things make no impression on his large 
eart. 


But if they all go to receive him, Anglo-Indians will be incensed 
and will again raise an unpleasant outcry. 


Py : 6. Sor peat ‘ Pale Vin CTUP Te OE ’ ’ , nhl l ae a 
er Shag to bi, Tah Aaa 4 <_ eo ‘Sey ¥ ns“ bhi Me Bettys fe i oes ee ae 4 are ate 9 Side on ory ae Ve GO ee a eee ML sie ae TO es : ¥ i. rae 
(Hale. Ae, My . . i F r * oy bys — A tae oa tL ee Pe are gal ae 1S aad Me ; Py ; iy ete, r ) f és Ta ies a = 
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85. The Pratskar, of the 9th November, says that, though there is 


Report of the Education Commis- nothing directly against high education in the 
sion. report of the Education Commission, no one can 
gay that there will be no changes in the system according to which that edu- 


cation is now conducted. The writer is sorry to learn that the Commission has 
proposed the abolition of the Berhampur and the Midnapur Colleges, and 
the gradual abolition of the Krishnagar College. There will be no Govern- 
ment college at Berhampur, but Government will gladly grant aid if the 
people of the locality establish a college there. Government will not refuse 
aid to the Missionaries if they come forward to open a college. 

36. The Bangabdsi, of the 10th November, is anxious to know the 

Passed students of the Cirencester prospects of the successful Bengali students 
College. of the Cirencester College. If they are 
allowed to become clerks or school-masters, every one will besorry. Babu 
Ambica Charan returned to India four or five months ago; but no one yet 
knows how he is to be employed. Some say he isto become a statutor 
civilian. But why then did he take all the trouble of going to England? 
He could, by creating interest, have secured an appointment to the Native 
Civil Service even here. The writer exhorts Babu Ambica Charan not 
to accept such an appointment even if it were offered to him. He would, 
in that case, bring discredit upon his agricultural learning. The writer is 
sorry to notice that while Mr. Ozanni, though he passed with a smaller number 
of marks, has been appointed Director-General of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, Bombay, Mr. Ambica Charan, who passed first in the list, still 
remains unemployed. 

37. ‘The same paper complains that the reports on native papers are 
never allowed to see the light. The transla- 
tion may be right or it may be wrong, but 
no one knows what it is. The public has no access to it. The writer also 
complains that important Government publications are not given to the 
editors of vernacular papers. Hveryone knows that under the administration 
of Lord Ripon the resolutions, reports, and other publications of Government 
should be, as arule, given to the Vernacular Press. But it is mere talk. 
It will never come into practice. 

38. The Samjivani, of the 10th November, is glad to notice that, 
through the exertions of Mr. Wilson, female 
education is making great strides in Assam. In 
avery short time there have sprung up 90 girls’ schools in that province, with 
1,500 female students. ‘This is a fair index of the good work that can be 
done if the higher officers of the department are bent on doing their duty. 
But the department of which Mr. Croft is the head, and of which Messrs. Garret 
and Bellett are the chief officers, cannot prosper. No one is capable of 
doing responsible duties unless he is dutiful and God-fearing. Therefore 
the writer is of opinion that those who think that Europeans must be 
employed even in the Education Department are either idiots or traitors 
to their country. 

39. The same paper says: ‘Our Lord of the Belvedere went recently 
to Dinagepur. He did not speak with 
any other zemindar except the Maharajah of 
the place. No native zemindar had a seat on the dais on which 
Mr. Thompson sat in the public durbar. But at the same time Europeans 
or Eurasians, who are managers of wards’ estates, and therefore belong to the 
rank of the officers of the zemindars, had seats assigned them on the dais. 
It does not at all appear strange to any one that Mr. Thompson’s conduct 


Government publications. 


Female education. 


Mr. Thompson. 


should have been of this nature. The only thing that appears strange is: 


that the zemindars knowing the character of the man should have gone to 
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receive him. They have been rightly served; others perhaps will receive a 
lesson from their ill-treatment.” 

40. The same paper says that Mr. Thompson 1s opposed to whatever is 
calculated to improve the country. It is the 
misfortune of Bengal that it has got such 9 
Governor. He is opposed to the Ilbert Bill, to the Self-Government Bill, and 
to all other measures that are likely to do good to the country. The people 
of Dinagepur do not want Self-Government. So the Lieutenant-Governor 
remarks with satisfaction that those that deserve Self-Government do 
not want it, while those that do not deserve it want it. The long 
and short of these remarks is—Do not force Self-Government on those 
that do not want it, and those that want it do not deserve it, and therefore 
do not give it to them. 


41. ‘The same paper remarks that zemindars are not satisfied with 
oes Baa On the Bengal Tenancy OHBill. They have 
gah made friends with the Conservatives, who 
are opponents of every measure that is calculated to improve the position 
of the natives of India. This shows that zemindars have their interest only 
in their view and nothing else. The zemindars praise the Permanent Settle- 
ment, but decry the grant of occupancy right to the ryot. This shows 
their morality. The object of the Permanent Settlement is that the zemindar 
will improve his lands. This the zemindar admits. If the ryots get 
the same rights, it does not appear why they should not improve their 
lands too. The zemindar says that the ignorance and the indebtedness of 
the ryot will soon force him to transfer his rights to the money-lender, 
and the bond fide ryot will derive no benefit from the grant of such rights, 
The writer does not want the creation of middle men. Therefore he suggests 
that provision be made in the law for prohibiting their creation. The 
bond fide ryot only will be entitled to the occupancy right, and be regarded 
as jotedar. As for the argument of ignorance and indebtedness of the ryot, 
it was also true of the zemindar at the time of the Permanent Settlement, 
but still the Permanent Settlement has proved a success; similarly, the 
Bengal Tenancy Bill also may prove a success. The indebted zemindars 
lost their possessions, so may the indebted ryots lose their possessions too; 
but the large body of ryots will benefit by the operations of the Act. 
42. ‘The same paper remarks that Acglo-Indians have made up their 


a lai saat minds not to go to receive Lord Ripon, nor to 


attend his lévee, nor join in any of his public 
undertakings. The writer asks his countrymen whether they will remain idle 


at this time. No matter if 40 or 50 European gentlemen do not go to the 
Howrah station, if hundreds of thousands of Indian subjects stand on both 
sides of the road from Howrah to the Government Place with flags in hand and 
sing the praise of Lord Ripon, of truth and of right. There should be, the 
writer thinks, associations in every part of the country from which addresses, 
expressive of the deepest feeling of veneration for his Lordship, should be 
poured on him either through one or more delegates. 

43. The Halisahar Prakdshikd, of the 10th November, remarks that 
The outstill system and the Govern- Spirituous liquor is doing much evil to the 
—— country; but still Government is trying to 
bring it home to everybody. In its greed, the State has no time to 


look to the miseries of the people. The charmed formula which Sir 
Ashley Eden used for the ruin of the country has a great power of fasci- 
nation. 


Mr. Thompson. 


44. The same paper observes with satisfaction that the Lieutenant- 
The police. Governor of Bengal has enjoined police 
Officers to cultivate amicable relations with 
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the people. No one can deny that this will do great good to the country. 
But the fact is until the department is weeded of its corrupt members, no 
reformation will be permanent. 

45. The Swlabh Samachar, of the 10th November, remarks that 


formerly the East Indian Railway Company 
: __ used to grant third class passes to clerks and 
chaprasis alike. ‘The writer is glad to learn that henceforth clerks will get 
passes for the intermediate class. The clerks obtain free passes for their 
wives, but not for their mothers. But the writer observes that whatever 
may be the custom in England, mothers are most important members in 
Hindu families, and requests that the Company be pleased to grant free 
passes for the mothers too of native clerks. 

46. The Dacca Prakash, of the 11th November, gives a history of the 
Madaripur case, and complains that Govern- 
ment has not yet inflicted condign punish- 
ment upon Mr. Sharp; nay, on the other hand, has given him undue 
indulgence. If Government remains indifferent to’ matters like these, there 
will soon be an end of all Government. 

47. The same paper advises Government to proceed cautiously and 
privately in ascertaining the state of the 
reserve crops in the country. If a great 
noise is made about the impending famine that will produce a panic, and 
people will become more cautious than necessary. The writer is of opinion 
that a considerable quantity of the surplus produce of the last few years is 
still in store. If all that quantity comes to the market, the scarcity 
of the present year will not be very severely felt. 

48. The same paper apprehends that if the Rent Bill becomes law, 

ms test DO the wealthy aristocracy of the land will 

cease to exist. Those that are in the habit 

of establishing schools, dispensaries, and other works of public utility, will 

come to an end. The ryots will grow quarrelsome. The Bill will beggar 
the landed proprietors. 

49. The Sddhdrant, of the 11th November 1883, regrets to notice that 
Lord Stanley should have said that the Govern- 
ment is trying to pass the Bengal Tenancy Bill 
in the darkness of amist. The great Lords of England alone can give expres- 
sion to such strong sentiments. The writer does not say that the Bill is 
perfect, nor does he pretend to foretell that if the Bill becomes law the 
happiness of the tenantry will be all complete. But this can at least be 
confidently asserted that no measure of the British Government has received 
so much the light of publicity, and no Bill has ever been prepared with so 
much care and after so much deliberation. 

50. The Chdruvdrid, of the 12th November, remarks that when many 
respectable gentlemen, both in India and in 
England, are opposed to the Tenancy Bill, it 
behoves the officers of the Indian Government to put off the passing of the 
Bill till the opinion of the British public on it is ascertained. There need 
be no hurry in passing it into law. Many are of opinion that more ventilation 
of its provisions is necessary. India is not Ireland, nor is there an 
apprehension that affairs here will come to the same crisis as in Ireland. 
What is the good of hurry and haste then ? 
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51. The Samaya, of the 12th November, remarks that there is not a 

single person amongst its readers that will not 
be struck dumb when they read the reports 
of officials on the  outstill system. . The increase of drunkenness has been 
attributed to the increased prosperity of the people. The writer is unable 
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to find any remarkable change for the better in the condition of the people 


in the last four years. Some say that the more the common people get rid 
of prejudices, the more addicted to drinking do they become. It is curious 
that when people had no money they had prejudices, and that as soon ag 
the outstill system was introduced they got money and their prejudices 
vanished. The outstill system has not increased drunkenness in the towns: 
it has increased it in the mofussil. The remark that though there is a large 
sale of liquor, still there is no increase in the number of drunkards, has no 
meaning. 
52. The same paper remarks that the Lieutenant-Governor was very 
much delighted to hear that the Municipal 
Commissioners of Dinagepur did not want 
Self-Government. He said, in reply to the address of the Commissioners, 
that those that are really worthy of Self-Government do not want to 
have it, and those that want to have it do not deserve it; so the system should 
not at all be introduced. The writer says that the old man has lost his head, 
He ought to retire, or the Government of India should take steps to remove 
him. The Commissioners of Dinagepur are perhaps afraid that they will have 
no chance of election in case the elective system be introduced. Therefore 
it is that they want to retain the system of Government nomination. After 
playing a farce with the Municipal Commissioners, His Honor proceeded 
to play another farce with the zemindars. In reply to the address of the 
latter, His Honor said that they have no right in the land which belongs to 
Government and to the ryot. The pandits of the locality wanted to pay 
their respects to His Honor, and remained fasting the whole day, but 
His Honor did not condescend to see them. His Honor has not much 
raised himself in the estimation of the people by thus acting discourteously 
towards the pandits. There is no harm in the mofussil tours of the Lieute- 
nant-Governors; but it is a great hardship to the people that they should 
be forced to contribute against their will by the local officers for the reception 
of the Lieutenant-Governors on such occasions. 
58. The same paper condemns the appointment to the Native Civil 
Service of Babu Ambica Charan Sen, m.a., the 
most successful candidate from the Ciren- 


The Lieutenant-Governor at Dinagepur. 


Babu Ambica Charan Sen, M.A. 


cester College. ee 
54. The same paper remarks that the inevitable result of the recom- 
mendations of the Education Commission 
pote Report of the Education Gomms: will be that the Berhampur, the Midnapur, and 


the Chittagong colleges will be abolished in 
the course of a year, and that the Rajshahye and the Krishnagore colleges 


will be made over to local bodies, which will eventually lead to their abolition. 
It cannot be denied that the direction in all educational matters should be 
placed in the hands of the people themselves, but as they are not yet s0 
enlightened, the writer desires that the Government should proceed with 
the greatest possible caution in this matter. 

55. The same paper remarks that it appears to be the intention of the 


Government of Bengal that Mr. Macpherson, a 

i ageret rare civilian, should bein charge of the Nasrigunge 
Model Farm, and that the passed students from Cirencester should act under 
him. The Bombay Government has placed the gentleman who stood second in 
order of merit in the agricultural examination in charge of the model farm im 
that Presidency, but Mr. Thompson wants to put the gentleman who stood 
first in order of merit under the superintendence of an uneducated 
European. Such is the difference between Bombay and Bengal. The 
Governor of Bombay is an experienced Englishman, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal is an old imbecile Anglo-Indian. The theory that 
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old civilians make excellent Lieutenant-Governors seems to be erroneous. 
The Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, North-Western Provinces, and the 
Punjab should be imported fresh from England. 

56. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 12th November, draws 
the attention of the Governor-General, of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and of the Managers of 
the International Exhibition to the desirability of making such arrangements 
that the male guardians of the females, desirous of seeing the Exhibition, 
may be allowed to accompany them. 

57. Thesame paper, in its editorial columns, disapproves of the sugges- 
tion put forth in the preceding paragraph, and 
says that some educated female attendants 
should be employed who would be able to explain to the female visitors the 
wonders collected together within the Exhibition premises. The writer is 
opposed to the idea of male guardians accompanying the female visitors, 
inasmuch as the guardians of one family would be strangers to another, 
and native females would hesitate to appear before strangers. 

58. ‘The same paper asks its readers to consider whether any per- 
manent improvement has been achieved in 
India. ‘Will the vast population be able to 
protect themselves if the English leave India? Certainly not. If so, 
where is the improvement ? The system of Indian administration is such 
that it does not give the natives of India scope for the development of 
their political talents. Unless the system is totally altered, there is no hope 
of political improvement. The writer therefore proposes that the Legislative 
Council of the Governor-General of India be constituted after the model 
of the British Parliament. Let there be representatives of all classes and 
creeds of the Indian population in that Council; let them discuss all 
political questions of importance; let them have control over all govern- 
mental measures, and specially over the finances of the country. India 
will then make great political progress. This will gradually lead to the 
abolition of the Provincial Legislative Councils, and to the reduction of 
public expenditure, and will mitigate the arbitrariness of the administra- 
tion. 

59. The same paper remarks that the officers of Government plainly 
admit that the number of people who 
drink has increased, but none say that the 
the number of drunkards has increased. In cold countries wine is a necessity, 
but in India it is purely a luxury. The Lieutenant-Governor is not disposed 
to find fault with the outstill system. He says people are prosperous and 
therefore drink more. The prosperity of the country may partially account 
for the increase in tie number of the frequenters to grog-shops, but it 
cannot be denied that the outstill system has brought liquor within the 
teach of a very large number of those that live upon their daily wages. 
It has produced only one good effect—the increase in the revenue of the 
State ; but it is ruining the health and morals of the people. 

60. The same paper remarks that though it criticises rather severely 

a : the reprehensible acts of Government, 1 1s 
ment, PvPosed Agricultural Depart’ quite disposed to praise Government when 
j praise is really due to it. Mr. Thompson has, 
since his accession to office, done nothing to improve the country. People 
had high expectations of him. Every one was glad that they had obtained 
a virtuous Governor, and every one was disappointed, None ever dreamt 
that so virtuous a man a8 Mr. Thompson should oppose the Ilbert Bill. 

ut he has earned the thanks of the people by some of his measures. He 
knows thoroughly the state of the agriculturists in Bengal, and is anxious 
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to improve their condition. He is engaged with his head and heart to make 
them happy, and has recently sent up a proposal to the Government of 
India for the establishment of an agricultural department in Bengal. The 
writer is of opinion that if such a department were established, it should be 
placed in the hands of an able Director with a native assistant. The Indian 
Nation has pointed out Babu Trailokyanath Mukerji as the man best fitted 
for the work of such an assistant. The writer is prepared to unhesitatingly 
approve the Vation’s nomination. Without such an experienced officer the 
department will not be able to attain the objects for which it 1s proposed to 
be established. No other officer will be able to do so much. 
61. With reference to the remark in the Resolution of the Government 
of Bengal on the Report of the Presidency 
ofc’, Somprakas and Government Thivision, that the Som Prakdsh still main- 
tains its hostile attitude towards Government 
officers, the same paper observes that the Som Prakash writes against officers 
only with a view to reform. It never gives currency to imputations that are 
unjust or untrue. The writer says that this journal will never hesitate 
to criticise the unjust acts of public officers. He is of opinion that it is no 
crime to write against any body, provided that the remarks made do not 
constitute unjust and false slander. If the Som Prakash speaks the truth, 
it is not at all to blame. Government should have considered well before 
passing the aforesaid opinion. 
62. The same paper contains a piece of poetry, in which it conveys to 
is ceil ihe the millions of India the glad tidings of the 


cheapness of liquor under British rule. It 
thanks Government for establishing so many distilleries all over the 


country, and supplying the people abundantly with liquor. Governmentis 
so anxious to benefit even the lowest, that it has introduced the system of 
outstills. Hven the labourers are in an ecstasy of joy. One cannot with 
the help of a single mouth describe the various ways in which the 
officials are graciously endeavouring to make the people happy 


A aciien: 63. We give below a translation of an 
article in the Ananda Bazar Pairika, of the 
12th November. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We have received the petition given below. We do not know 
whether it is genuine, or somebody has composed it for the sake of amuse- 
ment. But the official in the Bengal Secretariat who occasionally favours 
us with official papers is the person who has furnished us with it. We 


publish the petition just as we have received it. Readers will judge from a 
perusal of it whether it is genuine or otherwise. 


Petition— 


Of Mr. James Stevens, resident of No. , Chowringhee—Sheweth:— 
That when the Bengal Government published the rules relating to tne 
selection of men for appointment as Deputy Magistrates and others, it was 
stated in the Resolution recorded at the time that though it was now ruled 
that Govenrment would henceforth appoint men to such posts after ex- 
amination, still Government would be at liberty, if it pleased, to appoint 
men even without subjecting them to any examination. My prayer is that 
in exercise of the powers reserved in its own hands by Government regard- 
ing the appointment of Deputy Magistrates and others, orders be passed for 
conferring upon me a Deputy Magistrateship or a similar post. The 
following paragraphs have reference to my qualifications:— 

(1) 1 ama subscriber to the Znglishman; nay, not only a subscriber, 
but an admirer of that paper. Through my exertions the Englishman has 
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obtained a considerable increase in the number of its subscribers. I submit 
herewith copy of a letter addressed to me in this connection by the Editor 
of the Englishman, conveying his thanks to me. 

(2) 1 am a chief promoter of the Anglo-Indian Defence Fund. 
I have raised considerable sums in aid of the Fund, and this money have 
I raised not only by knocking about in Calcutta, but have, for this purpose, 
travelled through different places in the mofussil. Pleased with my labours, 
the authorities of the Defence Fund have written a letter conveying their 
thanks to me. Copy of this letter I submit herewith. 

(3) I had some money, but I have become somewhat involved in 
liabilities on account of the Defence Fund. I have made over the greater 
portion of my property and cash to this Fund. What more, for this 
purpose, I have disposed of even my carriage and horse? You know that 
the Defence Fund was established for the auspicious object of discrediting 
Lord Ripon, harassing natives, and preventing the passing into law of the 
Ilbert Bill. The fact that 1 have parted with almost everything I had 
for the attainment of this auspicious object will convince you that I was 
not born of any very disrespectable parents. Having parted with my 
wealth and property for the benefit of this noble undertaking, I have now 
become somewhat involved in debt. Had it not been for this indebtedness, 
I would never have stood a candidate for a Deputy Magistrateship, or 
any similar appointment to which natives are entitled. 

(4) I am at present a private in the Volunteer Corps. When the 
Calcutta Volunteers showed you loyalty and respect, I was then in a 
manner their leader and managed all things. Again, it was owing to my 
exertions and prcposal that the Volunteers resolved that on the occasion 
of Lord Ripon’s return to Calcutta in December they would not turn 
out to show their loyalty or respect to His Excellency. 

(5) It is now talked about among the Members of the Defence Fund 
that when, after his return to Calcutta, Lord Ripon will invite the leading 
European residents of Calcutta and their ladies to Government House, 
their visits to Government House must be prohibited by all means. This 
proposal also emanated from me, and I have proposed. that for the purpose 
of insulting Lord Ripon, and putting him to shame on that occasion, the 
day there are invitations issued to Government House there should be a 
party given in Calcutta under the auspices of the Defence Fund. I submit 
herewith copy of the correspondence that has passed between me and the 
authorities of the Defence Fund on this subject. 

(6) I was present at the meeting in connection with the Ibert Bill 
called by the tea-planters of Silchar and Darjeeling. I rendered signal 
assistance to the establishment by the indigo-planters of Behar of an 
association for this purpose. At these meetings, when the different speakers 
in the course of their address abused Lord Ripon and his Government, I 
was greatly delighted, and gave loud and sky-rending cheers. I submit here- 
with copy of letters which on this occasion I wrote to the speakers. A 
perusal of these will enable you to perceive how liberal my heart is. 

(7) A comparatively large meeting of the Members of the Defence 
Fund is proposed to be called next month. At this meeting I shall propose 
the abolition of the present British Government in India, and in lieu of 
it, the establishment of a republican form of government. I have resolved 
that on this occasion I shall propose the establishment of a republican form 
of government in this country, and the appointment of Mr. Rivers Thomp- 
00 as our president. 1 have influence in the Defence Committee, and can, 
in @ manner, venture to say that if I make the foregoing proposal everybody 
will certainly appoint you president. Ihave written along article on the 


scheme that I have drawn up in this connection. I also submit herewith 
“opy of this article. 
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(8) I am a well-known and sincere Christian. I have learnt by heart 
the ten commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ. 1 am ready to undergo 
any examination in this matter which may be deemed necessary. I duly 
worship the Lord Jesus Christ every Sunday, and daily perform regular 
worship. I have read the Biblea hundred times over. In proof of the fact 
that I ama genuine and sincere Christian, I beg to state that I hate 
natives with all my heart. 


(9) If I am favoured with a Deputy Magistrateship, 1 promise that— 


(a) I shall not issue a summons against a European even if I have 
doubts that he has committed some offence more serious than 
that which a Bengali suspected that Mr. Davis had committed, 
and accordingly issued a summons against him. Nay, I shall 
not do so even if Europeans really commit such or still more 
serious offences. 


(6) Not only shall I do this, tut shall also take every opportunity of 
issuing summonses against natives. In cases in which the 
appearance of defendants in courts may, according to rule, be 
secured by the service of either a summons or a warrant, I 
shall, if the defendant should happen to be a native, issue a 
warrant. 


(c) I further promise that neither you nor officers subordinate to you 
will ever find anything written against me in the Englishman, 
If ever they come across anything concerning myself in the 
Englishman, it will be praise that they will come across. 


(d) If any one should ever have any case with the police, I shall 
make the police win the case. Even if the police should 
illegally take away the life of any person, then I shall commend 


the police just as you have commended the District Superinten- 
dent of Police, Mr. Rattray. 


(e) I shall discharge the duties of manager of the estates of wards 
under my charge in the same manner in which Mr. Manson 


of Chittagong has done the work of the Court of Wards in that 
district. 


(f) Ifthe Ilbert Bill should unfortunately pass, and Mr. Hudson of 
of Behar should find it necessary to insult the officer appointed 
under the Bill, I then promise that I shall on that occasion 
render help to Mr. Hudson. 


(10) If Government should generously confer upon me the post of 
Deputy Magistrate, I pray that an able and educated Deputy Magistrate be 
appointed under me, because I do not possess good education, or have 
experience of work. The reason why I do not possess education is that my 
father and grandfather were never educated, and yet they held high posts. 
Ifsome able Deputy Magistrate works under me, and I get the pay, the 
arrangement will be very convenient to me. The rule has long prevailed in 
ar ceeeny of Government making such convenient arrangements on our 

ehalf. 

Post Scriptum.—The Bnitannicus who writes letters to the Znglishman 


is my mother’s brother’s daughter’s cousin’s wife’s brother’s paternal 
uncle’s father-in-law’s wife’s brother’s son. 


ArAgnbva Kazar 


ene, Bee 64. The same paper points out that the present rule under which 
Now 12th, 184538, 


Medical certificates. Government Surgeons alone can grant medi- 


ee _ Cal certificates to employés in Government 
offices operates injuriously in the cases of those who are too poor to afford 


to be treated by Government Surgeons. The rule also constitutes a slight 
upon the passed students of the Medical College and schools who are 12 
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independent practice, inasmuch as certificates granted by them are regarded 
as worthless. 

65. ‘The same paper observes, in reference to the circular issued to 
Divisional Commissioners by Government, 
calling for information as to the prospects of 
the crops, that after all this information will 
be supplied by the chowkidars. This is the way in which all enquiries are 
prosecuted by Government, which cannot therefore come to know the 
true state of the country. The reason why all true information is kept 
back is that the people distrust the motives of Government. It cannot be 
otherwise under a despotism. Government, will continue to suffer this 
disadvantage, until the people are given a share in the work of the adminis- 
tration. ‘The enquiry that will be made by Government as to the existence 
of stores of grain in the country will most probably give rise to the rumour 
that Government intends to impose a tax upon paddy. This will lead many 
to suppress the facts. Most likely the punchayat or the chowkidar who may 
be entrusted with the enquiry will give currency to the rumour, and use it as 
a means of extorting money. The reports submitted by the chowkidars are 
again likely to be modified by the superior magisterial and police officers. 
Government will depend upon these misleading reports, and dispose of the 
question of famine relief. ‘There will be consequently the danger of either 
doing too little or too much in the shape of relief operations. The Editor 
therefore asks Government to consult the people as to the state of the crops, 
and create facilities for carrying on the internal trade of the country. The 
Khoolna railway should be opened at once. Khoolna is a great rice 
mart. 

66. The same paper remarks that Sir George Campbell fondly called 
the Police his “ watch-dog.” Sir Richard 


Temple regarded the Police as high-handed, 
and checked it; Sir Ashley Eden loved it ; Mr. Thompson has an idea that 


the Police is very weak, and be therefore supports it. He supported Mr. 
Rattray of Pubna notoriety, and was indifferent to the oppression com- 
mitted by the Calcutta Police upon certain respectable females. In the 
case of the school-boys, which occurred at the time of Babu Surendra Nath 
Banerjee’s case, and in the recent whipping case at Dacca, the Magistrate 
supported the high-handed action of the Police. What will the people do if 
Government thus takes the side of the Police when it commits oppression ; 
if school-boys are flogged and imprisoned for using insulting language to the 
Police; and if a Native Magistrate is punished by Government for having, 
from a sense of duty, issued a summons against a European ? 

67. The same paper remarks in another article that the Police 
needlessly oppress people. ven the present 
Lieutenant-Governor has admitted this in his 
last resolution on the Police Report. If on the contrary the Police is weak, 
and the people high-handed, the evil will not, it is to be feared, be remedied 
by punishing the high-handed. A family is weak whose head is weak. 
Solong as Mr. Thompson remains Lieutenant-Governor will the Police 
remain weak. i. be 

68. The same paper expresses the opinion that it will not be wise 
to hold any demonstration for the purpose of 
according a reception to Lord Ripon when 
His Excellency returns tv Calcutta. This may cause him embarrassment, 
and displease the local authorities. — 

69. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 18th November, says that the 
| ruler of Bengal attributes the increase of 
drunkenness to the abundance of crops during 


Government, and apprehensions of a 
famine. 


The Police. 
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the past few years, and to the increased facility of communication, in fact to 
the increase of prosperity among the people. His Honor has passed through 
various parts of the country, and everywhere he has received a grand recep. 
tion, and hence he has conceived the idea that the people are prosperous. The 
writer is glad to learn that the Lieutenant-Governor intends to appoint a 
Commission to report on the desirability or otherwise of continuing the 
outstill system. 


70. The Navavibhdkar, of the 12th November, contains the following 
The recommendations of the Educa- observations on the recommendations of the 
tion Commission. Education Commission:—By giving some 
encouragement to the existing indigenous schools, primary education is to 
be improved as far as practicable. This 1s not a new policy. It is the old 
policy of Sir George Campbell in a detailed form. All are not lucky 
enough to enjoy sweets at asmall cost. If only small sums be placed in 
the hands of Local Boards for educational purposes, the condition of 
indigenous education will be what it was before. Without money there 
can be no improvement. It is very doubtful whether extension of education 
under legal compulsion can suit even the independent Countries of the West. 
There is fear of oppression. If primary education has superior claims on 
provincial funds, there will be a great obstacle in the way of high education. 
This is not at all desirable. A policy which cannot keep everything intact 
is nota good one. None but primary education has any claims on local 
funds, and primary education has superior claims even on provincial funds. 
Is high education then to be swept off ? 


71. Referring to the scheme of self-government, the same _ paper 
remarks as follows :—-The introduction of the 
system of self-government into this country is a 
principal event in the Indian career of Lord Ripon. It isa scheme much 
cherished by His Lordship at heart; and if it be not crowned with success, 
he will surely look upon his Indian career as fruitless. It has no doubt given 
him some satisfaction to find that self-government Bills for the Central 
Provinces, the North-Western Provinces, and the Punjab have been passed 
into law; but he is doubtless sorry to see that nothing has yet been done in 
Bengal, Bombay, and Madras. Our Lieutenant-Governor has peculiar ways 
of doing things. After troubling Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Macaulay to 
prepare a draft of the law, he is at last intending to appoint a Con- 
mission. We cannot say what the Commission will determine. There will 
only be one result:—As the Commission is appointed, the time of Lord 
Ripon’s departure from India will draw nearer, and by the time the report 
of the Commission is out, Lord Ripon will have left us amidst our tears. 
We cannot say whether we, or our bad luck, or our rulers, who constitute our 
providence, are to blame for such adverse events. Be that as it may, it is 
no doubt a matter of very great regret that the system of self-government 
has been introduced into comparatively backward places, while it has not 


yet been introduced into this unfortunate province of Bengal, the most 
advanced province of India. 


72. The same paper remarks that if a Municipal Commissioner of 
Appointment of a Municipal Commis- Calcutta is continuously absent from the 
sioner in place of Babu Lal Mohun metropolis for BY period of SIX months, he can 

be removed, and another Commissioner ap- 
pointed in his place. Six months have not elapsed since Babu Lal Mohun 
Ghosh left Calcutta. Yet why has a notice been issued to appoint a new 
Commissioner in his place? Is the desire of appointing a new Commis- 


sioner in place of Babu Lal Mohun so strong in the heart of the Chairman 
that he could not wait for a few days ? 


Self-government. 
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73. Referring to the incidents of the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to 
The Lieutenant-Governor at Dinage- Dinagepore, and his reply to the Municipal 
pore. | Commissioners, who do not want the system of 
self-government, the same paper observes as follows:—‘*We cannot say 
why the residents of Dinagepore were not bodily translated into Heaven on 
hearing such sweet words of the Lieutenant-Governor. Then came the 
address of the zemindars, to which the ruler of Bengal replied that zemindars 
had no right in the land which belonged to the rulers and the ryots. This 
must have exceedingly gratified the zemindars. Englishmen were honoured, 
while Bengali zemindars and talukdars were slighted. Sanscrit Pundits 
came to see their ruler, fasting all day. For such pious deed they had 
their reward immediately. They could not see their ruler. Has the reader 
ever seen a ruler who pleases his subjects so much P” 

74, The same paper remarks that though Lord Ripon has become the 
eye-sore of the ilhberal Anglo-Indians no 
other Governor-General, since the days of Lord 
Canning, has won so much the hearts of the Indian people. Low-minded 
Englishmen and Hurasians say that they will not show him due honours on 
his return to the metropolis, but the whole native community is prepared to 
welcome him with a grateful heart. 

75. Thesame paper thinks that if a considerable number of the provi- 
| sions of the Bengal Tenancy Bill be not 
The Bengal Tenancy Bill. ' 

altered and amended, zemindars and ryots 
will both suffer. Experienced men will also find that the new Bill is likely 
to do more injury to intermediate tenants than to large zemindars. No 
general definition of the word “tenure-holder ” is given in the Bill, under- 
tenures are included in tenures, and “tenure” instead of being defined is 
shewn by illustration to include durpatni and sepatne interest, mokurrart 
holding, &c. The expression “‘ holder of permanent tenure” is not clearly 
defined. There is also considerable difference between “ holders of tenures” 
and “ryots’”’ in respect of their rights. A ryot is not bound by a written 
contract opposed to his interest, but the tenure-holder is bound by such 
contract. A ryot will not have to pay more than 5-16ths of the price of 
the produce as rent, and an occupancy ryot more than 20 per cent. of the 
produce. Under such circumstances, allowing for the costs of cultivation, 
the occupancy ryots will have more than 50 per cent. as profits, while the 
profits of the other ryots will be more than 40 per cent. But the nett 
profits of holders of tenures are never to exceed 30 percent. There are 
many gentlemen in the mofussil who have held tenures at the same rate of 


The popularity of Lord Ripon. 
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rent for several generations, having three or four classes of under-tenants 


under them. The jotedars of Rungpore, the howladars of Backergunge, 
the ayamadars of Midnapore, and the gantidars of other parts of the 
country come under this category. Whether they are to be considered 
tenure-holders or ryots, cannot be determined on reading the Bill. The 
howladars of Backergunge and the ayamadars of Midnapore are considered 
to be occupancy ryots under the present law. The term tenure-holders not 
being clearly defined, will not zemindars try to do injury to the ryots by 
classing them as tenure-holders? It is not easy to draw a line of distinction 
between tenure-holders or ryots. But some clear line should be drawn, 
s> as to do on the whole the least possible injury to society. Otherwise 
ereater evils will result. In classing the ryots who have held at the same 


_ rate since the permanent settlement as tenure-holders, great injury has been 


done to them. If they were not classed as tenure-holders, they would be 
deemed occupancy ryots, and could enjoy profits at the rate of 70, 80, or 90 
per cent. But as tenure-holders their profits could not be more than 3O per 


cent., and the rest would go tothe zemindar. Whatever the zemindars 
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may say, it is necessary to give occupancy rights to the cultivators of 
, the soil. Without such rights they are not likely to improve the land, 
Government is therefore desirous of increasing the facilities for the 
o8 acquisition of the right of occupancy. ‘But it is a matter of regret that 
the conditions proposed, instead of benefiting the cultivator, will benefit an 
intermediate class of tenants above him, so that the object for which the 
q occupancy right is being given will be frustrated. The condition of the 
? ih cultivators will remain what it was, or rather they will have to suffer more 
i at the hands of occupancy ryots than of the zemindars. Owners of large 
zemindaries have not so many inducements to enhance the rent as the 
4 occupancy ryots with small means. There is no limit fixed in the Bill as 
Hi to the extent of occupancy holdings, so that occupancy ryot may hold, 
. like the jotedars of Rungpore and the howladars of Backergunge, 500, 
700, or even 1,000 bighas of land. What the number of under-ryots 
may be in such holdings throughout Bengal is not exactly known, 
but it cannot be very small in comparison to the whole body of 
ryots. The occupancy right is confined in the Bill to the ryots only, a0 
that under-ryots have no chance of obtaining the right. It is a matter of 
regret that those who till the soil and supply the food of the community 
will not, in most cases, have the occupancy right, which will be monopolised 
by an intermediate class of tenants above them. Does not this defeat the 
principal object of the giving of the occupancy right? Does not this do 
injury to the numerous class of under-ryots of Bengal? Leaving aside 
those who have already acquired the occupancy right, will it not be better 
to rule that those who will not cultivate the land with their own hands, or by 
means of servants, or will not directly participate in the profit and loss of 
cultivation, will not be deemed ryots, and consequently will not be able to 
acquire the occupancy right? As regards those who have the occupancy 
right, it may be further provided that those who do not cultivate the land 
themselves and under-let it for a certain period will lose their status as 
occupancy ryots and become tenure-holders, their under-ryots acquiring the 
occupancy right; some exceptions may be allowed when an_ occupancy- 
holding comes by inheritance to a minor or a woman. On the question of the 
transferability of the occupancy right, the Hditor proposes to give tne ryot 
the power of selling his right, but not of under-letting his holding. In that 
case none but a cultivator will be able to purchase the occupancy right ; there 
will be no fear of zemindars and mahajans purchasing the right and 
Oppressing the cultivators of the soil. 


Md sinegis 76. The Prabhdti, of the 14th November, asks Government to 
ov. 14th, 1883, Supply of official publications to Supply native Editors with copies of weekly 
native Editors. reports on native papers and other official 
publications. 
i Samvap PURRA- 77. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 12th November, observes, 
ey CHANDRODAYA, ° ° ; 
is Nov. 12th, 1883. State of the crops. in view of the apprehended scarcity that 


ri Government should stop the exportation of 
| food-stuff, should open up new roads, and excavate canals. 


veers PaTrika, 78. The Pursotiam Patrika, of the 5th November 1888, writes the 

oe sa following :—We are very sorry to inform our 

tees readers that our present Magistrate, Mr. K. G. 

Gupta, is going away as Joint-Magistrate of Cuttack, and that Mr. Currie is 

coming in his place. Surely this is a matter of regret. Mr. Gupta is an 

intelligent, experienced, and righteous officer. The inhabitants of Pooree 

ie passed their days in great joy under his administration. They had expected 
y great many things from him, but the decree of fate ruled otherwise. How 
i long can good Magistrates, like Mr. Gupta, remain in Pooree? Can native 
t Civilians obtain independent charge of a district in these days when the 
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Juocal Self-Government and the Ilbert Bills are made the subjects of fearful 
agitation ? 


79. The Sambad Bahikd, of the 1st November, expresses apprehen- $40 Banta, 


Apprehensions of famine. sions of famine, and, after advising all respon- Nov. lst, 1883. 


sible officers of Government to study carefully 
the columns of local newspapers, goes on to say :— 


In this district, as also in the two neighbouring tribut ary mehals, an 
eight-anna crop has already been lost. Greater loss is anticipated in low 
lands. In that case the total loss will come up to ten-annas, which 
is not a small matter. In the last Orissa famine the loss of crop was about 
12 or 13 annas. Consequently many lives were lost, though large quantities 
of rice were imported from foreign piaces. This year there is three-anna 
more crop than what was in existence in the last famine year. Besides, 
people have kept more paddy in store this year than what they did 17 
years ago. No doubt these are advantages, in the absence of which great loss 
of life might happen, still the lowest class of people will suffer, and it is 
sure that their sufferings will have no limit. Many people turned out 
homeless and starved in the months of Phalgun and Chaitra (March and 
April) in the last famine year, whereas in the present year many will leave 
their homes simply for want of food in the months of Ash&rha and Srabana 
(July and August). There is not a particle of doubt in this assertion. 
In certain places, specially in the two side drains of public roads, crops from 
10-anna to 12-anna will be reaped, but in most places crops from 10-anna 
to 12-anna have been destroyed. In our opinion it is very wrong to 
depend upon the good state of the crops noticeable in a very small area. 

# 

Those who will reap 10 or 12-anna crop will enjoy the boon them- 
selves. ‘They will not give even one ganni (equal to five seers in weight) to 
those that will suffer. Thus people that will lose their crops, and those 
that purchase every-day necessaries in the market, will be very much pinched 
inthe month of Asharha (July). None knew even in the months of 
Kartik, Magha and Baisakya (November, February and April) that so much 
loss of life would happen in the last famine year. No one is now able to think 
of the dire calamity that awaits the poorest classes. The poor people 
may somehow or other support themselves by coast canal works as long 
as the month of Ashdrha (July), after which month their distress will 
know no bounds. Of course the loss of human life may not be as large 
as it was in the famine year, still we are not prepared to state that no 
loss of life will occur. May it please God to save the people of Orissa 
from starvation; let none be indifferent to the present state of 
things, 

“There is another danger impending that is likely to add to the 
miseries resulting from starvation, namely want of drinking water in tracts 
not traversed by rivers in the months of Magha and Phalgun (March and 
April). In many villages tanks and pools of water have been so exten- 
sively used for irrigation purposes, that not a single drop will be available 


for other purposes. If it does not rain before the month of Magha 
* 


(January), the cattle must no doubt suffer a great deal * 
* * * % 


80. The same paper states that crops in Baliapal and Basudebpore 


ik ti thanas, in the Balasore district, are in the 
8 1strict. — ° 
Ce ee ee worst condition possible. 


81. The same paper remarks that the District Magistrate of Balasore Sswsap Banca 
ae had been on an inspection tour into the 
agistrate of Balasore. 


interior of the district, but he did not go 
much further off from the Grand Trunk Road. 


SamBapd Baugiga. 
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SamBaD Banik, 


an 82. The same paper again remarks that the price of rice has increased 


to a considerable extent in Baripana, the chief 
| station in Mayurbhunj State, and that people 
Bie in the mofussil are very unwilling to sell rice. 
by gr 83. The Purosottam Patrikd, of the 5th November, makes, however, 
ag ean po a favourable report in connection with the 
¥ e of the crops. ; pels 
5 state of the crops in Pooree. All anticipa- 
i tions of scarcity were removed by heavy showers of rain that followed on 
Bit the last new moon. 
Urean Dirtma, 84. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 3rd November, also makes a favourable 
ieee oO report regarding the condition of crops in the 
Cuttack district, but the showers of rain that 
fell a few days ago were in its opinion not sufficient. 


Price of rice. 
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